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press strongly this view regarding commerce upon the Scotch
missionary Alexander Duff, who had one morning paid a formal
visit, and was adverting to the importance of cultivating kindly
relations with the Natives.

Wilson's intellect was essentially methodical in its habits,
ever searching for first principles or fundamental axioms, and
then applying them to practice and to actual circumstances.
He was fond of trying practical dicta by the test of principle;
if principle and practice failed to agree, he would deem that
there must be some error in one or other of them, or perhaps
in the application of one to the other. A principle, he
thought, which is sound in one country must be equally
sound in another; if after having succeeded in one place it
is found to fail elsewhere, the failure does not prove
its unsoundness, but only shews that it must have been
erroneously applied to unsuitable circumstances. He appre-
hended that there was danger of administrative science, as esta-
blished in the most civilized countries, being disregarded in
India because Indian conditions are strange. While he was,
to this extent, theoretical, he was far from being unprac-
tical; on the contrary, he was eminently practical. His princi-
ples lay deep in his mind, but in respect to practice he was
ever studying the variety of circumstances, keeping Ms imagina-
tion open for the reception of the new ideas to be derived from
the facts as recently learnt, and from the phenomena as freshly
perceived. He was most anxious to understand India not as
she had been supposed to be, or as she ought to have become,
but as she actually was. While keeping in recollection the
broad traits of human nature, as common to mankind in all
times and places, he was especially desirous to realize to himself
the idiosyncrasies aptitudes and tendencies, even the preju-
dices, of the Natives. Although the people had to be led gently
towards the paths of economic science, yet he wished to shew
the tenderest consideration towards the thoughts and sentiments
springing from their historic antecedents. He hoped also to evince
that moderation and self-restraint which befitted the peculiar
position of the British as foreign masters of an eastern empire.